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alone, independent of outside influences, relying on Its own
efforts, and working out its salvation by its own unaided
devices. More important, however, is the economic aspect of the
question. The conviction has taken hold of a large section of
the workers that their industrial efficiency and their value as
members of society will be increased by the practice of temper-
ance. It is not from love of their employers or of labour in the
abstract that they impose upon themselves this restraint;
egoism and class interest are avowedly their ruling motives.
For Germany's mercantile rivals, however, it Is the effect rather
than the cause of this movement which really matters, and it
remains to be seen how far the temperance crusade which labour
is embracing, as part of a great class awakening, will lead to
increased national efficiency.